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Wellesley — 

A dramatic fire destroyed a Wellesley home early Wednesday morning, but no one was injured.

The house, at 26 Willow Street, was undergoing renovations at the time so nobody was inside when the fire broke out in the middle of the night. The Fire department was alerted to the blaze at 2:30 a.m., by a neighbor.

“The house was fully involved when the first companies arrived, and when it was determined that there was nobody in the house they simply set up in a defensive manner,” Deputy Chief Jeff Peterson said. “I would say the house is a total loss.”

All 13 of Wellesley’s on-duty firefighters responded to the scene in three engines and a ladder truck. Crews battled the blaze for more than three hours before it fizzled out. Working under mutual aid, Newton and Weston fire departments sent crews to Wellesley to man the station while Wellesley crews fought the fire.

“I keep asking myself, ‘Is this real is this real,” said homeowner Mark Henry, who lived in the house with his wife Jennifer Jordahl, their twin 9-year-old daughters, eight cats, two birds, a dog, and some fish. The family has been staying in a nearby hotel since November, and many of their possessions were in storage at the time of the fire. 

All their pets were with them at the hotel except for the fish, some of which miraculously survived the fire and were swimming in a jug of water in front of the house’s charred remains.

    Near mounds of soaked clothing, some of the family’s keepsakes lay strew on the lawn. A small pile of burnt jewelry lay next to a singed photo album, with ashes scattered on the pictures inside. Jordahl is hoping they will be able to salvage a jewelry box that containing her class and wedding rings, which she took off while doing some work in the house.

The cause of the fire is under investigation by the state’s Fire Marshal’s office, but there’s no reason to suspect foul play, Peterson said.

“At this point there’s no reason to believe it’s suspicious,” Peterson said.

The family was told the fire, which began near the front door and quickly consumed the house, might have been caused by a chemical reaction involving rags used to refinish the floors.

Wellesley only gets about a dozen serious house fires a year, but this is one of the worst the town has seen recently, Peterson said.

Since the fire, the family has received support from the local community, including people asking them if they need anything

 “I wouldn’t know the first thing to ask for at the moment I’m just stunned,” Jordahl said. “The only thing I’d ask for is if I close my eyes just please have it not have happened.”
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